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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF JERUSALEM AND 1TS ENVIRONS. 


[Continued from pare §§ | 


This chapel is covered over with 


mosaic work ; and in the middle 
of the pavement are some marble 
stones of several colours, designed 
to point out the spot where our 
Lord’s blood fell when his hands 
and feet were peirced. Here are 
two altars, before which hang six- 
teen lamps, and a candlestick with 
twelve branches. 

In an adjoining chapel the 
rock rises above the foor in 
form of an altar, which is covered 
with white marble, and in the mid- 
dle of it is an aperture, about sev- 
en inches in diameter, and two feet 
deep, which is affirmed to be the 
very same wherein the foot of the 
cross was fixed, on which Christ 
suffered ; and just by we see a 
cleft in the rock, which is evident- 
ly genuine and natural, and said 
to be made by the earthquake 
which happened at that time.— 
This aperture is now plated with 
silver, and on each side of it the 
places where the two thieves were 
crucified are represented. 

The stone of unction is about 
seven feet long, and two broad, a- 
dorned with a chequered border of 
white and red marble, and enclosed 
within ironerails. It is 6o called, 


K 


as being supposed to be the very 
spot where the Redeemer’s body 
was anointed, and prepared with 
myrth and aloes for the burial. 
To these might be added several 
other holy places, as that where 
the soldiers divided our Saviour’s 
garments ; where he appeared to 
Mary Magdalen after bis resure 
rection, &c. all which things are 
supposed to have been transacted 
within the limits of this sacred 
structure. 

“Tf any one (says Le Brun) be 
desirous to know the sersations of 
a person who kneels for the first 
time, before the sepulchre of our 
Lord, I can only answer for my 
own part, that I never felt so 
much affected in my life. A monk 
who visited the sacred tomb with 
me, and who had never before been 
at Jerusalem, was so agitated, and 
shed so many tears, that two full 
hours elapsed before he could be 
brought to himself again. I will 
not, from thence, conclude that 
this was indisputably the place of 
Christ’s sepulchre ; but as no se« 
rious person can approach this 
spot without meditating upon the 
sufferings of him wno died for the 
sius of mankind, his soul must be 
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74 Mahomedan 
very deeply affected. And altho’ 


_ we live in an age, in which sum- 
‘bers seem to glory in their infidel- 
ity, I am firmly of opinion, that 
the most professed atheist, with all 
his affected stupidity, could not 
forbear feeling the same emotions 
with myself upon such an occa- 
sion.” 

Upon mount Moriah stands a 
Turkish mosque, which is fre- 
quently called the Temple of Sol- 
omon, and is supposed to stand 
upon the same ground that was 
formerly taken up by the Holy of 
Holies. It is an octagonal build- 
ing, covered with a cupola, and 
though it is neither a large nor el- 
egant structure, it makes a grand 
appearance from the sole advantage 
of its situation. The Turks have 
enclosed the area where Solomon’s 
temple formerly stood, and will 
not suffer a Christian, on pain of 
death, to go within its borders ; 
but it may be distinctly viewed 
from the top of a house called Pi. 
late’s palace, and one may plainly 
see, that it must have cost immense 
labour to level such a spacious area 
upon so strong and rocky a moun- 
tain. 

From this pretended palace of 
Pilate, begins what the Christians 
call the Dolorous Way, that is, 
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the way that our Lord was led to 
Calvary, which is about a mile dis. 
tant. In this journey we pass un. 
der an old arch that crosses the 
street, in the side of which is a 
window, where Pilate is said to 
have presented Christ to the peo. 
ple, saying, ‘* Behold the Man ;” 
and a little farther are shown the 
ruins of a church, built on the 
place where the Blessed Virgin is 
reported to have fallen into a 
swoon, on seeing her divine son 
bearing his cross, and used with 
indignity. We likewise pass by 
the Gate of Judgment, through 
which malefactors were aneiently 
led to the place of execution, and 
which stood in the western wall of 
Old Jerusalem, but is now consid. 
erably within the city. 

Among other antiquities, they 
show an ancient building, which 
they say, was the place where the 
Angel smote off Peter’s chains, 
and set him at liberty. Abouta 
furlong from thence, stands an old 
church belonging to the Grecks, 
said to have been erected by He- 
lena, upon the ground where the 
house of Zebedee formerly stood, 
who, they tell us, was a fisherman, 
and used to bring fish from Joppa 
to Jerusalem. 


(To be continued. ) 


THE MAHOMEDAN CONVERT. 


(We are indebted (saysthe N. Y. 
Ch. Her.) to a worthy member of the 
Society of United Brethren for the fol- 
lowing remarkable account of the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the heart 
of a Makomedan Nob!eman. | 


Extracted from the memoirs of the 
lete Brother Winiger, who with 


several other missionary Brethren, 


resided, about 30 years Ag0s a cone 


siderable length of time in Egypt. 


One day, for recreation’s sake, 
we entered (brother Winiger 
writes) a large and beautiful gar 
den, situated on the river Nile.— 
The proprietor of it, an Aga, riche 
ly attired, saluted us in a very 
friendiy manner, and inquired 
whether all of us were brethren; 
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and of one and the same religion ? 
Being answered in the affirmative, 
he turned towards me and satd ; 
ss Why dost thou wear a beard, and 
thy brethren wear none? Surely 
thou art a priest.’ He would 
not give credit to my assertion, 
when told I did so merely for con- 
venience sake, but reiterated, 
‘«¢ Thou art a priest do not detain 
my soul! I have prayed to God 
Almighty that he would suffer 
me to become acquainted with a 
man who could tell me what [ 
must do to be saved ; and God 
has given me ¢his answer—that a 
man would one day enter my gar- 
den, and he would tell me what I 
should do. Zhou art the man; 
I’m sure of it ; so now only speak 
out thy mind freely !”’ 

I replied that it was out of my 
power to tell him a Mahomedan, 
what he must do to be saved; he 
might consult the clergy of is re- 
ligion on this head. He rejoined, 
‘* Tam thoroughly convinced that 
myself as well as all the followers 
of Mahomet are not walking in 
the right way. There must bea 
something else whereby we are sav- 
ed, and thou must tell me in what 
that consists.” He added, ** Iam 
well aware, that our conversation 
will be death to us if the news of 
it transpire ; however, do not fear, 
thou art dealing with an honest 
man—the secret shall not escape 
my lips !'? While he spoke this he 
was so much affected that myself 
was also sensibly moved by it. 

‘“ Well then,”’ said I, ** I wiil 
tell thee what a Christian must do 
to be saved.”’ 

He vow conducted me under the 
shade of a fig tree, saying ** Come, 
thou man of God ; here, where I 
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have prayed to God, 80 often, thou 
shalt tell me what I shall do !” 

During silent aspirations to my 
Saviour for his aiding grace, I gave 
this ignorant man a concise ac- 
count of Scripture history till the 
crucifixion and ascension of our 
Lord. He listened with profound 
attention, and on being informed 
that Jesus had re-ascended up to 
heaven before the eyes of his dis- 
ciples, he raised his hands towards 
heaven, exclaiming, “*O Jesus, 
thou that sittest at the right hand 
of God, have mercy on me! be 
my Saviour also !’’ Several times 
he repeated this prayer, with eyes 
overflowing with tears; aud the 
Saviour of sinners deigned to grant 
unto this sianer, crying for mercy, 
a lively sensation of his peace, and 
a saving view of his atonement for 
lost humancreatures Repeatedly 
did he exclaim, with heartfelt emo- 
tion, ** Yea, Lord Jesus, I behold 
thee with thy wounds ; now Iam 
permitted to call thee my Saviour 
too !”? During this interview my- 
self was also pervaded by a happy 
sensation of the gracious presence 
of Jesus. 

Next morning, before day break 
this Turkish gentleman appeared 
with a numerous retinue at the 
door of our house, which at the 
first greatly disconcerted us. I 
ran up to him, inguiring * What 
art thou about, to fetch so many 
people along with thee?’ He 
rephed, ‘These are my mame- 
lukes, (or slaves.) They are igs 
norant of the matter, and have re- 
ceived orders to await my return 
in the street. I could endure it 
no longer without seeing thee and 
thy brethren, and have not slept a 
wink all last night for joy.” We 

















Ott se 
‘ ww 








7 ose ee apd a fester er tots 


- , 
Tene a 
—— 


=. *Seee= 



























Pete Oe 
: — . 
oh Sh A 


i, 


PL a CP Oy 
Se “eet 


eerie a HEE 


ow ~4 


weer 
z ae = “e < 
— + es Sins ty " 
leat 5 ——e 2 
=i a ea ET 
* i 
« = ae tbe 


» eos — 
i a ee 


ee” Spr. 
=e ti 








th bi, 
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had a verv agreeable conversation 
with on and conjointly returned 
our »atetul acknowledgments to 
the Ler? for the mercy he had 


shown unto him. As long as we 
abode in Egypt, this turk remain, 
ed faithful to the Lord.” ™ 
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Dllustration: of passages in the New Testament, awhich refer fo climates, 


Z 
time of our Savi ur. 


12 

Luke ii. 42. ** When he was 
twelve years old, they went up to 
Jerusalem, after the custom of the 
feast.” 

[I do not find that the age is pre- 
scribed in the Mosaic law, at which 
parents were required to bring 
their children to the passover.— 
When they were twelve years of 
age however, the Jews thought 
themselves bound to carry them to 
the feast ; and it was in compli. 
ance with this custom that our 
Lord, at that age, accompanied 
his parents to Jerusalem. The 
law provided for the instruction of 
children, concerning the institution 
and purpose of the ordinance ; 
(Exod xii. 25, 26, 27.) and when 
they were brought to it, the old- 
est person at the table addressed 
them upon the subject, always re- 
citing carefully the expressions, it 
ts the sacrifice of the Lord's passo- 


Wer. avho passed over the houses of 


the children uf Israelin Egypt, when 
he smote the E syptians, and deliver. 
ed our houses. 

The Jews had three great anni- 
versary feasts. 1. The Passover. 
2. The feast of Pentecost. 3. 
The feast of ‘l'ahernacles. At 
each of these, all the males were to 
appear before the Lord, at the na- 
tional altar ; and the object of this 


waion was, partly to strengthen. 


places. fi es sentiments, manners, and customs, among the Jews, in the 


their attachment to one another; 
partly that, as one church, they 
might worship together ; and like. 
wise to secure them against the in. 
fluence of the customs of their idol. 
atrous neighbours Of the insti. 
tution of the passover, we have an 
account in the twelfth chapter of 
Exodus. The name is derived 
from the fact, that the destroying 
angel passed over the houses of 
the Israelites, when he slew the 
first born of all the Egyptians. 
A reference to a few of the cus. 
toms, against which it was neces. 
sary to guard this people, so prone 
to adopt the manners and the wor- 
ship of the nations around them, 
will be sufficient to shew us the 
propriety, and the importance of 
this institution. But concerning 
this, and other peculiarities of the 
Old Testament, much, without 
doubt, was known at the time of 
their appointment, which is irre- 
coverably lost; but which, «if 
known, would enlarge our views, 
aud confirm our convictions, of 
their yreat utility. 
But it is proper to premise, that 
the passover was celebrated ‘at 
evening, onthe fourteenth day of the 
first month”? (Lev. xxiii. 5 )— 
[he Jews had a civil, and an ecle- 
siastical year. The civil year be- 
gan in the month Tisri, which an- 
swers to our September and Octo- 
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ber; the ecclesiastical, in the 
month Nisan, which agrees to our 
March and Apzil. The passover 
was kept in March ; and it was ex- 
pressly enjoined, that the whole of 
the lamb, except the blood which 
was poured at the foot of the altar, 
should be either eaten, or destroy- 
ed. The feast continued seven 
days, on each of which, sacrifices 
peculiar to this festival were offer- 
ed. The days which succeeded 
the first evening, were called the 
feast of unleavened bread ; ro oth- 
er bread being allowed, during the 
seven days, to be found in their 
houses. Upon the morning of the 
first day of the passover, the mas- 
ter of the family threw a piece of 
bread into the fire, to give notice 
that the days of unleavened bread 
had begun. 

1. The paschal lamb was re- 
quired to be a male, probably in 
opposition to the customs ef idol- 
atrous Gentiles, who considered 
sacrifices of the female kind, as the 
most valuable. and the most ac- 
ceptable to their gods. It is also 
said, that a male lamb was com- 
manded to be killed and eaten with 
so much solemnity, about the time 
of the vernal equinox, in opposi- 
tion to the idolatry of the Egyp- 
tians, who, at the season of the 
sun’s entering the sign Aries, paid 
solemn worship to the creature, by 
whose name that sigu was distin- 
guished. Rabbi Abraham Seba 
says, that this feast of the Eyyp- 
tians being at its height on the 
14th day a the month Nisan, God 
ordered the killing and eating of 

a lamb at that time, as a sensible 
poesia that he could not be a 
God, whom the Israelites could eat. 

2. A similar reason we find for 


the prohibition, ‘eat it not raw, 
but roast with fire,” (Ex. xii. 9 ) 
The Syriac version renders the 
clause, ** eat it not raw 3; eat it not 
while it is alive.’ ‘Uhe Egyptians 
never roasted any of their meats, 
which they offered to their gods ; 
but if fire were used, it was to boil 
them. It is said also to have 
been a custom of the heathens, in 
their feasts of Bacchus, which, 
according to Herodotus and PJu- 
tarch, had their origin in Egypt. 
to tear and to eat the raw flesh of 
the victims which they offered. 

3. It was required that if any 
of the paschal lamb should be left, 
it should be burned. ‘The law 
extended to all sacrifices, except 
to those which were voluntary, 
which might be retained to the 
next day. But the Pagans often 
kept what remained of the flesh of 
their victims, which they carried 
to their houses, and from which 
they believed that they should de- 
rive Most important advantages. 

4. It was forbidden that a bone 
of the paschal lamb should be bro- 
ken. But they who celebrated 
the feasts of Bacchus, not only ate 
the raw flesh of their victims, bit 
tore and broke their limbs to piec- 
es. 

It was onthe first evening of 
this feast, that our Lord afterwards 
instituted the ordinance of the sup- 
per ; and as not only the festival 
itself, but the lamb which was 
sacrificed, was called the passover, 
so Christ, our Passover, we are told, 
was sacrificed for us. ‘The points 
of resemblance between these or- 
dinances, have often been stated ; 
and these for the present at least, 
we leave tothe judgments of our 
readers, without adding any re- 


















. r¥ 2 tides 
5 e+ 





ra? mee t 
ori twies “+ oe y 





— 


~~ 


* \ Pig aw OF ees ? 
er IS es ee 


e-em 


























a ead 
i 
an 


> 9 2S. 
La fone <a 
a — 
3 


x te 7) 
oe ere x 


_—_— 


* “a 
. > werk E 
" =a ad ee 

_ —_ , - 
— = a ae a 


PE See 


ee 
© chee * 


2 Ree Bee ae TR Rye Se. tb, meh By 


SE 








-n 
40 


marks of our own. Buta few cir- 
cumstances, not perhaps so gene- 
rally known, will not, in this num- 
ber of our lustrations, be unap- 
propriate. 

When a family was not large 
enough to eat the whole of a lamb, 
the master of the house invited 
whore he pleased to join with him 
of it. These assem- 


; _ 
in partaking 
= 
. ~ % - j . 7 ral , o a 
biies were called Bbreatherhoeds, and 
: P 2 = oe e 
the guests compantons or friends — 


How cutting then was the reproof 
ef our Lord to Judas, Prienp, 
betrayest thou the Son of Man with 
a kiss J the traitor having cummit- 
ted this greatest of crimes, so soon 
after having eaten the passover 
with him ? 

The guests leaned upon their 
left arms, upon beds, round a table, 
on which was set the lamb, with 
bitter herbs, unleavened bread, and 
a dish full of a kind of sauce, in 
which they dipped the bread and 
herbs. ‘This was probably the 
dish. into which Judas dipped with 
our Lord.—The pictures, which 
we have of the last supper, and 
some which are otherwise very in- 
teresting, are erroncous in the pos- 
tures which they give to our Sa- 
viour and his apost!es.— When the 
guests were thus reclining about 
the table, the master of the family, 
or sone one, who represented him 
took a cup of wine, mixed with 
water; and after he had given 
thanks to God, drank it ; and then 
gave acup to cach of those also, 
who were with him. inthe pas- 
chal supper, this presentation of 
‘the cup was repeated four times. 
When the second was given, they 
began to sing 5 and six psalms 
were sung before they separated 
from the supper. T'rom the teesti- 
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movy of Mark, that ‘ when they 
had sung an hymn, they went out in. 
to the miunt of Olives,” It 18 proba. 
ble that only one Aymn, or psalm, 
instead of psa/ms, was sung, before 
they went out.—When wine was 
first used on the evening of eating 
the paschal lamb, or why, I know 
not; but the fact that it was then 
drank, accounts for ovr Lord’s 
choiee of it, as an emblem of his 
biood, which was to be shed for 
the remission of sins. But one hum. 
ble, penitent and grateful observ. 
ance of the institution, will give 
far more satisfaction to a good 
mind, because it will be far more 
conducive to holiness of affections 
and conduct, than the munutest 
knowledge of those circumstances 
of the ordinance, which the sacred 
writers have omitted, and of which 
they have therefore deemed it un. 
important to inform us. 

As the Lord’s supper was insti- 
tuted on the eveniny of the passo- 
ver, unleavened bread must have 
been used in it, as there was then 
probably no other in the city.— 
the Latin church therefore thought 
itself bound, in the ordinance, to 
use Only bread which was without 
leaven. But the Greek church, 
thinking that the Lord’s supper 
was instituted on the night Jefore 
the passover, kept it with leaven- 
ed bread. Strange as it may seem, 
this was one of the causes of the 
great and long continued schism 
between these churches. Happt- 
ly, it is not one of the causes 0 
the divisions, which exist among 
ourselves. But are we not sure,that 
in the day of our final accounts, 
the circumstances, which separate 
us fron: others, will appear to be 
of higher importance. ? 
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Let us keep our feast, not qwith 
the leaven of malice and wickedness, 
Lut with THE UNLEAVENED BREAD 
OF SINCERITY, AND TRUTH.— 
f See Lewis’ Orig Heb. v. 3 aod 
4, p. 462 and seq Jenning’s Jew. 
Antig. v. 2, p- 166 and seq. Pa- 
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trick on Exod. 12. Beausobre and 
L’Enfant’s Introd p. 212 and seq. 
Saurin v. 1. Diss. 47, sur les even- 
emens les plus Mem. du Nouv. 
Test. J]—£CA Dis] 

[To be continued. | 
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Extract of a letter from a Clergyman in the Western Reserve, Ohio, to a 
gentleman in Washington, Pennsylvania, dated February, 1818. 


In my congregation, the Holy 
Spirit has been gently striving ev- 
er since I saw you—16 members 
have been added to the church, all 
heads of families, five of them were 
baptised. Some others ob'ained a 
hope, who have not yet united with 
the people of God. i y New- 
Year's sermon was blessed for pro- 
ducing a general solemnity on the 
appearance of the people. I had 
a school of young men and women 
thoughtless and gay. However, 
when they attended their Bible re- 
citations, now and then a silent 
tear would drop from several.— 
But acheerful gaiety seemed to 
be resumed to hide the little emo- 
tion. Our closing lesson on last 
Thursday, was the second of Acts. 
When it was mentioned that a pen- 
tecost might be enjoyed in this 
house if we desired, it appeared to 
move the scholars considerably. A 
young lady was asked how the 
first Christians enjoyed themselves ; 
while she enswered, “ they eat 
their bread with joyfulness and 
singleness of heart,’’? her tongue 
faltered ; and when it was applied 
to recommend religion to the youth 
as asure source of happiness, a sup- 
pressed sigh palpitated their breasts 
But on being dismissed, their for- 
mer galety was resumed. 


The young people had a meet- 
ing appointed that evening. Mr. 
Camp, the missionary, who provi- 
dentially came along and took an 
interesting part in the exercises of 
the school,preached. After preach- 
ing, he conversed with a young 
man, with whom he had been ac. 
quainted. ‘The house appeared to 
be filled with am indescribable so- 
lemnity—still as death, solemn as 
the entrance of eternity—only in- 
terrupted with the deep sigh of an 
undone sinner. Every cheek bath- 
ed in tears of sorrow or joy—The 
change, Oh! how great !—_We 
could hardly separate at midnight. 

Next day my scholars came ear- 
ly. Asolemnity on every face. 
Had a stranger come in, he would 
have judged each one had buried 
all nis relations, and was in the 
deepest mourning. A lesson or 
two was said ;—but their sense of 
wretchedness was such, that their 
common studies were entirely o- 
mitted, and the day spent in read- 
ing the Scriptures and in prayer. 
Mr. Camp preached in the even- 
ing. 

Saturday, the scholars returned 
in deep mourning. The arrows 
of conviction were shot deeper in- 
to their consciences. I gave each 
a reilgious tract. The forenoon 
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was spent without a whisfer, every 
one perusing, in solemn silence, 
the tract he received, and only 
stopped to wipe the gathering 
tear. Afternoon, we read togeth- 
er our Lord’s sermon onthe mount. 
I gave them a short lecture on it 
and recommended them to God in 
prayer. They retired with heavy 
hearts. The indefatigable Mr. 
Camp preached this evening. 
Sabbath morning, above 30 
youths came to my house at 9 
o’clock for prayer. O how dif- 
ferent some of my dear scholars 
appeared! A lovely beam of joy 
had succeeded the deepest sorrow. 
On being asked whether they felt 
different, ‘‘yes,’? was the reply, 
‘last night was the happiest night 
I ever experienced.?? Our andi- 
ence this day was crowded and 
awfully solemn. Few felt but 
that this was the house of God, 
the gate of heaven. How dread- 
ful is this place! The voice of 
the speaker alone broke the death 
lixe silence ofthe day. Our even- 
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ing meeting was unusually large, 
Mr Camp preached again. 
Monday morning, my school col. 
lected, and a number of young 
people, so that my school room 
was crowded. This was hke a 
day of the Sonof man. Ourcon. 
cert meeting was attended by ten 
for one that used to attend. Mr, 
Camp conversed with one of my* 
near neighbors, a Universalist, on 
Saturday, who had four children 
subjects of the work. Monday 
morning asking his daughter how 
she felt, she said **I am a vile 
wretch, but [ must rejoice, though 
I am left to perish, that my Jear 


aged father has experienced a 
change.’’ He isthe father of ten 


children, near 60 years old, and 
that morning was the first time he 
ever prayed. 

To day my school was attended 
by a number who did not belong 
to it, for the benefit of reciting 
their Bible exercise. The Bible, 
O ! it is the sword of the Spirit. 

[ Reporter. ] 
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Extract of a letter from a young man on board the ship Independence, to 


his friend in Newburyport, dated C.kutta, April 30, 


I would now with my former 
freedom write you, especially as I 
have something interesting to com- 
municate. The Missionaries* who 
came out with us, appear to be 
amiable persons ; they converse 
more upon experimental religion 
than the sentiments of different 
sects. 

Our crew, the first part of the 
passage, were apparently steady 


ons eer ee 





*Micssrs. Coleman and Wheelock, of 
the Baptist connexion, who sailed from 
Boston last December. on a mission to 


snd i4, 


1818. 


and fond of reading. Nothiag 
particular occurred until about the 
LOth of February, when one of 
our sailors, (a native of Scotland,) 
who has been according to his own 
confession, addicted to every vice 
that is common among sailors, in 
his 8 o’clock watch below, a- 
bout 5 minutes in bed, thought 
he saw the person of our Saviour 
by him, with out stretched arms 
to receive him, and then disappear- 
ed. It alfected him much; it 
seemed to be instrumental in the 


hand of God of bringing him to 
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serioas reflections upon his past 
life, and we trust it proved a de- 
liverance of his soul from the pow- 
er of sin and satan into the liberty 
of the sons of God. This change 
put anew song into his mouth, 
even praise to that God who had 
brought him out of nature’s dark- 
ness into his marvellous light, upon 
which he could not hold his peace, 
but in a wonderful manner spake 
of the things God had done for 
him to those around him. This 
gave them serious thoughts. A 
bout the 20th of February, an un- 
common seriousness appeared a- 
mong the sailors—at 7 o’clock in 
the evening one of the sailors de- 
sired me to request one of the Mis- 
sionaries to come forward and pray 
with them. Both missionaries 
came, and found al! the sailors ex- 








Religisus Latelligences Si 


cept the man at the helm, in floods 
of tears, crying out with the con- 
victed jailor, “* What must we do 
to be saved ?”? O delightful sight, 
to see the out-casts of all nations 
falling down at the feet of the cross, 
begging for mercy from a crucifi- 
ed Redeemer. They embrace eve- 
ry opportunity to tell the gracious 
dealings of God to their souls, ex- 
horting one another to attend to 
the things that belong to their eter- 
nal peace and happiness. About 
” or 8 have received sealing mani- 
festation of the love of God to 
their souls. This indeed must be 
the work of the holy spirit. Back- 
sliders, who have long strayed from 
their maker, are turning from the 
error of their ways, and finding 
peace to their souls through the 


blood of Christ. 








For the Christian Herald. 


Extract of a letter from Elder Joel Doubleday, to the Editer, dated, Roy- 
alton, Niagara county, N. 7. July 20, 1818. 


Dear Brother, 

As good news from a far coun- 
try is refreshing to the hearts of 
God’s children, I communicate a 
brief account of the work of God, 
in this region. . 

About five years ago my lot was 
cast in this place, at which time I 
found a few who had been made 
free by the Son, and were free in- 
deed. An awakening began a 
few months before in the following 
manner. A brother by the name 
of Castle, who moved from the 
eastward to this place, viewing the 
situation of the peoole, felt moved 
by the spirit of God to warn them 
to flee from the wrath to come. 
There were but a few’ who had 
professed religion, and those had 


mostly hung their harps on the » 


willows, while the people were 
generally hardened in sin. Al- 
though he did not live to see the 
fruit of his labours yet his spiritu- 
al exhortations were like bread cast 
upon the waters, found after many 
days. He was zealous for God, 
but his testimony was soon finish- 
ed, and he died in the triumphs of 
faith. A sweeping sickness called 
near one fourth part of the inhab. 
itafits of this new settlement sud. 
denly from the world, when the 
living laid it to heart and his coun- 
sel was remembered. Although 
the people were almost wholly de- 
prived of hearing the gospel preach- 
ed, yet the Lord moved among 


them in solemn power, and a nue 
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ber experienced the salvation of 
God. The converts were in ex- 
pectation that the Lord would an- 
swer their prayers and send some 
of his servants this way ; and when 
the opportunity was presented, a 
few to the number of about twelve, 
were banded in love to serve the 
King of saints, and observe the 
ordinances of God’s house. Dur- 
ing the distresses of war, on this 
frontier, a number removed to 
places of greater safety and the 
cause of the Redeemer was not so 
Aourishing ; but since the return 
of peace the presence of the Prince 
of Peace has been realized among 
us. 

In different parts in Ontario and 
Gennesee counties, I saw some of 
the work of God, and rejoiced in 
the prosperity of Zion. ‘The few 
who had engaged in the service of 
the Lord here, were more quick- 
ened in duty the last season and 
felt an increasing desire to sec are- 
vival of the work of God, and be- 
gan to listen to the sound of an 
abundance of rain. A_ weekly 
meeting was appointed for prayer, 
and such acry was begotten in the 
hearts of some for a reformation 
that they were soon confirmed 
they should see what they so much 
desired, solemnity rested on the 
minds of the people, and the work 
became visible in July, and some 
began to relate what the Lord 
had done for them. Many flocked 
to hear the word of life and en- 
quire the wayto Zion. Our bap- 
tizing seasons were solemn and 
convincing, and the exhortations 
ef the converts were blest to the 
awakening of many The work 
went on solemn and still, yet pow- 
erful in the hearts of the people, 
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convincing the most obdurate and 
discovering to some the foundation 
of a principle which led them to 
look for salvation, although they 
lived without God in the world, 
and died in their sins ; and whep 
they embraced the Saviour, found 
the salvation of God, and rejoiced 
having then a sure foundation. A 
aumber of preachers have visited 
us whose labors have been useful, 
Truly the saints here have been 
raised up together, and have set 
together in heavenly places in 
Christ, while the sweet refreshing 
showers of salvation caused the 
tender plants to flourish in the 
courts of our God ; the cottages 
reverberated with the praises of 
the most high, and the wilderness 
seemed to bud and blossom as the 
rose. QO, the glorious seasons en- 
joyed here will not soon be forgot. 
ten. For a number of weeks the 
glory of God shone around, the 
converts spoke forth the praises 
of God and sweetly invited others 
to share with them. Many were 
seeking Christ sorrowing whose 
tears and groans evinced their aa- 
guish of heart till Jesus spoke their 
sins forgiven. ‘The work went on 
through the Fall and Winter, till 
the number of disciples in this 
place, lias increased to near one 
hundred, who are endeavoring to 
live the life of the righteous. The 
work has spread into a number of 
towns around and in Gaines, Ridge- 
way, Cambria, and Porter, some 
more than fifty have shared in the 
revival. There is yet a movement 


in some places in this quarter, and 
a door opened for more labourers 
who if they should come in the 
name of the Lord would find what 
Christ promised to those who for- 
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sook all for his sake and the gos- 
pel, with persecutions, and atten- 
tive multitudes desirous to hear 
the word of life. This glorious 
work which has caused many to 
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rejoice, has been the work of God, 
and ‘unto him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus through- 
out all ages, world without end.’’ 
Jorn Dousienay. 


SSS 





METHODIST CAMP MEETING. 


By acommunication in the Nor- 
folk Herald, it appeared that on 
the 20th of August a Methodist 
Camp Meeting commenced on one 
of the Tangier Islands, within the 
bounds of the Philadelphia Con- 
ference, and closed on the 25th. 
William Bishop, presided ; and 
there were including the Presiding 
Elder, seven travelling and six lo. 
cal preachers. There were 1801 
persons who encamped on the 
ground, of whom 1291 were whites 
and 510 blacks. The number of 
tents were 185.—There were be- 


sides, 150 sail of vessels, and about 
10 periaugers and canoes, in which 
there were a considerable multi- 
tude who had no tents on the Isl- 
and, and of course are not includ- 
ed in the above aggregate. On 
the Sabbath, (Aug. 23d,) it was 
estimated that there were at least 
8000 persons present, to whom the 
word of life was faithfully dispen- 
sed. And from the commence- 
ment to the breaking up of the 
Meeting, it is believed that there 
were not less than 800 persons 
happily converted. 





a 





ACCOUNT OF THE GENERAL MEETING IN CORNYILL. 


Extract of a letter from Elder Henry Frost, to the editor, dated, Wintrop, 
August, 2, 1818. 


Dear Brother, 

By the request of the brethren 
who composed the late General 
Meeting, held in Cornvill, (Me.) 
I here give you a short account of 
the same. 

Agreeable to appointment, the 
elders and brethren from the coun- 
ties of Kennebeck and Summerset, 
assembled at Cornvill, on Friday 
the 19th of June, last. ‘he same 
day met in conference, 12 ordain- 
ed ministers being present, several 
subjects were conversed upon rela- 
tive to the order of the House of 
God, but for the want of time 
could not attend to them s0 fully 
ae was desirable, Saturday the 


20th, met at10 A. M. After sing- 
ing and prayer, the time was taken 
up till about three o’clock P. M. 
by the young converts in relating 
what God had done for them and 
exhorting others to flee from the 
wrath tocome. Elder Jesse Briggs 
then delivered a discourse from 
Isa. Ixv. 13. This was truly a time 
of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord. Lord’s day assembled 
at 10 o’clock, it was thought that 
over twelve hundred people attend- 
ed ; all appeared solemn and atten- 
tive to hear, while Elder Simon 
Clough, spoke from Luke xix. 9. 
His discourse was instructing, and 
his remarks ingenious. After a 
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short intermission Elder Ward 
Lock spoke from Habak. tii. 3, 4. 
After he closed another discourse 
was delivered from Isa. xxxiii. 17; 
several exhortations followed with 
songs of praise. ‘The meeting was 
truly glorious and the best of the 
kind ever held in these parts. I 
cannot close without giving you 
an account of the increase of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom in this part 
of the country. In November last, 
the work of God begun in Canaan, 
Cornville, and several other 
towns around under the improve- 
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ment of Elder Joseph Merrell, and 
Elder Thomas Lewis; I under. 
stand between three and four hus. 
dred have been hopefully converted 
to God. Elder Merrell informed 
me that since that time, he has 
baptized one hundred and fifty 
seven, and Elder Lewis, one hun. 
dred and twenty, and the work 
was still spreading. They appear 
to be a happy people whose God 
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is the Lord. Your’s in the king. | 


dom aad patience of Jesus. 
Henry Frosyr. 
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REVIVAL IN MT. VERNON, (MAINE, ) 


For the Christian Herald. 


Copy of a letter from Elder Josiah Bradley, to Elders Frost and Prescutt, ' 
of Monmouth, ( Me.) giving an account of the Work of God in Mt. 


Vernon, ( Me.) 


Lo Elders Frost, and Prescutt. 

I take this opportunity to in- 
form you of the reformation in 
Mt. Vernon ; the subscriber be- 
gan to preach tothe people in De- 
cember, 1817 ; held two and three 
meetings a week, and soon the at- 
tention of the people began to be 
called up, while a few christians 
began to take courage. Confer- 
ences were held on Saturdays.—- 
Some appeared to be converted 
while others were crying, ** God 
be merciful to mea sinner.’ The 
exhortations from the youth, caus- 
ed the older class of people to be 
thoughtful, while every house for 
miles became a house of prayer, 
and from one to five in a house, 
found him of whom Moses in the 
law andthe prophets did write, 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

March 24th. At a conference 
meeting, fifteen united together, 


in christian fellowship, to be con” 
sidered a church, by giving them’ 
selves to the Lord, and to one 
another by the will of God; while 
other churches fellowshipped them 
as believers in Christ,-and candi- 
dates for baptism. May 9th, nine- 
teen more was added to them.— 
May 10th, a meeting was appoint- 


ed for Baptism near a beautiful © 


stream of water, Elder Jonathan 
Bradley, and Elder Ward Lock, 
attended and preached, and many 
exhortations were delivered with 
power. After meeting the con- 
gregation which was said to be 
seven or eight hundred walked to 
a beautiful green on the bank of 
said stream, where the subscriber 
baptized thirty before he came out 
of the water. May 17th, baptiz- 
ed thirteen more ; since that time 
twenty three more. July 12ch, 
broke bread to the new church ; 
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fifty nine partook, while fifty three 
were new members. The Lord met 
with us and it was a good solemn 
time. ‘There are many more that 
have experienced religion in the 
reformation; the flame has reach- 
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ed the other parts of the town, and 
a few have joined the other church- 
es. May the glorious work 
spread. From your friend and 
brother in the Lord. 

JosiauH Bravvey. 
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REVIVAL (IN BARNSTEAD, N. Hf. 
Extract of a letter from Elder Chadiah E. Morrell, to the editor, dated, 
Barnstead, N. H. August 21, 1818. 


Dear Brother, 

A work of the Lord by his 
Holy Spirit on the minds of many 
in these regions has been experi- 
enced, which has been affecting 
and glorious, and has caused joy 
to saints on earth, and angels in 
heaven. | 

The first meeting that I attend- 
ed here was on the 5th of Octo- 
ber, 1817. Just before I came to 
the meeting there was the rumb- 
ling sound of an earthquake heard, 
which caused the people to think 
of the Judgment; spoke from Mat. 
xxiv 14. Some mourned while 
others rejoiced, and there was a 
sound of abundance of rain. ‘The 
next meeting I attended here, was 
in February, 1818. The people 
now began to appear solemn, and 
there was a great gathering to the 
meetings. The living disciples 
began to lift their desires to heav- 
eu for the out pouring of the holy 
spirit ; the wanderers from the 
fold of God began to be in want, 
and like the prodigal son returned 
and found no lack of bread in their 
father’s house ; the unconverted 
appeared solemn, and often might 
be seen the trickling tear, which 
bespoke the feeling sentiments of 
a burthened heart. About the 
middle of February the work broke 
out; the first that was converted 
was the school master. From 
this beginning, the work moved 


with solemn power and seemed to 
bear down all opposition. If the 
snow did not fall more than a foot 
the people found but little difficul. 
ty in going to meeting by day or 
night. Some, I trust, in almost 
every meeting were planted in the 
house of the Lord, and do flourish 
in the courts of our God. There 
was not somuch noise, but those 
who were wounded for sin, ap- 
peared to be solemnly affected.—- 
The work began in the lower part 
of Barnstead, and spread into Bar. 
rington. Some of almost every 
class of people are subjects of the 
work. Many over the age of 50 
years, some over 60 and some over 
70, with many of the middle aged 
and youth down to the age of 13. 
Since that time, about 70 have 
professed to be translated out of 
the kingdom of darkness into the 
kingdom of God’s dear Son. The 
work has also been glorious in the 
upper part of this town, and also 
in Gilmanton, where Elders P. 
Young, N. Wilsor, N. Piper, and 
others have been labouring. I have 
baptized 68 in these regions, since 
the first of May. We yet have 
glorious meetings ; it has been the 
case that more than 50 have risen 
in one meeting, and spoke in the 
name of the Lord. It is the Lord’s 
doings and marvellous in our eyes, 
Oxzapsan E. Morgect. 
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Brother Foster, 

Having observed a piece in your 
| last Herald, under the head of *« the 
Female Preacher,’ { have been in- 
duced to search the Scriptures on 
that subject ; and the following is 
the result of my inquiries, which, 
if you think proper, you may give 

a place in your next number. 
JossrnH Y. Burain. 
¢ J qwould that allthe Lora’s peo- 

ple Were prophets.” 

THE propriety or impropriety 
of females speaki ing in the public 
or ete .e¢ meetings for religious 
worship, has been for ages past, 

and still is a subject of much con- 
troversy among ; the people at large. 
The only gues tion seems to be, 
whether it is a scriptural practice 
or not ; that is, whether the A- 
posiles did, or did not, approve or 
approbate it in their day. For 
those who advocate the practice as 
well as those who disapprove of it, 
endeavor to support their opinions 
from the sacred writings. I shall 
ne therefore confine my enquiries and 
observations wholly to them ; and 
if it should appear from a fair i in- 

vesti, ration of the subject, that fe- 

ales were endowed with a public 





sift. and did improve in the apos-_ 


tles days, no good reason can be 
given why the same practice 1s 
not right and justifiable in modern 
times. 

The first thing that I shall no- 
tice, is the prophecy of Joel, and 
quoted by Peter, see Acts, ii. 15, 
& c. where it is said, ** For these 
ere not Grunxen, as ye suppose, 


’ ie 
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seeing it is the third hour of the 
day. But this is that which was 
spoken by the prophet Joel, * And 
it shall come to pass in the last 
days (saith God,) I will pour out 
my spirit upon all flesh, and your 
sons and your daughters shall pro. 
phesy, aud your young men shall see 
visions,and your old men shall dream 
dreams, and on my servants and on 
my Aandmaids I will pour out of my 
spirit in those days, and they shall 
prophery.”? Here 1s a positive de. 
claration, that there should be euch 
a measure of the spirit poured out 
upon both daughters and handmaids, 
that they should prophesy. And 
here Peter declares that this pro- 
phesy is fulfilled. Again, see 
Acts xx1. 9, ** Andthe same mar 
(Pb ilip) had four daughters, vir. 
gins, ‘hich did prophesy.’ It is 
therefore evident, beyond a shadow 
of doubt, that females in some in- 
stances were favored with the gif 
of prophesy, and were called to 
improve it for the general good of 
others. But before | proceed fur- 
ther, it will be necessasy to shew 
what is meant by prophesying in 
the New Testament ; for I find 
that most people think, that t 
prophesy is only to foretel some 
future event that is to take place 
at some distant period of time; 
but this is a great mistake, as eve- 
ry one will plainly see by attentive: 
ly examining the New Testament. 
It is true that it frequently has 
this meaning ; but more generally 
means something else, as you will 
see by attending to the following 
passages of scripture. 


Paul, when speaking of Christ, 
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Eph. iv. 7, says “ When he ascend. 
ed on high he led captivity cap- 
tive, and gave gifts unto men ; 
some he gave apostles some fro- 


phets, some evangelists, some pas- 


tors and teachers.” Here are 
prophets named, among the special 
gifts of God. I would now ask, 
for what purpose these gifts were 
given to those who received them ? 
the apostle gives the best answer, 
in the verses which follow the one 
already quoted.—-He says they 
are ‘*for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the minis- 
try, for the edifying of the body 
in love.”? Hence the gift of pro- 
phesy, as well as all the other 
gifts, are to be improved ; other- 
wise they fail of the design intend- 
ed. But there is a passage in the 
14th Chap. of Ist Cor. and 3d 
verse, which clearly and fully 
shews what the apostle meant by 
this gift, which he has so frequent- 
ly mentioned and so highly recom- 
mended. He says, ‘* But he that 
prophesieth speaketh unto men to 
edification, to exhortation and 
comfort.” From this passage it 
must appear evident to every can- 
did mind, that to prophesy means 
neither more nor less, than either 
preaching, exhorting, teaching or 
instructing in such a manrer as 
tends to edify and comfort the 
hearers ; see verse 4th, ‘* But he 
that prophesieth edifieth the 
church.”? Also, verse 3I, * For 
ye may all prophesy, one by one, 
that all may learn, and all be com- 
forted.”” Again, verse 24, * But 
if all prophesy, and there come in 
one that believeth net, or one un- 
learned, he is convinced of all, he 
is judged of all.”? See Acts xv. 
32, * Aad Judas and Silas being 
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prophets also themselves, exhorted 
the brethren with many words, and 
confirmed them.”’ Every person 
of common understanding, will see 
that these passages have no refer- 
ence to predicting or foretelling 
future events, but means just what 
has already been stated above. I 
will mention but one or two pas- 
sages more, in support of females 
using their gift. See Ist. Cor. 
xi. 5, * But every woman that 
prayeth or prophesicth with her head 
uncovered, dishonoreth her head.’” 
which is plainly saying, that it 1s 
proper and right to pray or pro- 
phesy with her head covered. For 
if this text, in the least degree mil- 
itates against women’s speaking, it 
applies with equal force against 
the men; for in the preceeding 
verse, it is also stated, that “A 
man praying or prophesying with 
his head covered dishonoreth his 
head.”’ Therefore, it is as proper 
for the woman to pray or prophe- 
sy with her head covered, as it is 
for the man to pray or prophecy, 
with his head uncovered. 

Hence it is evident that this spe- 
cial gift of God, was not exclusive- 
ly given to males, but was com- 
mon to both ; and was designed 
for the general good of both saints 
and sinners, and was impreved by 
both men and women, in their 
public religious meetings. Asa 
further proof of this, see Phil. iv. 
3, ** And I intreat thee, true yoke 
fellow, help those women who la- 
boured with me in the Gospel, 
with Clement also, and with oth- 
er my fellow labourers, whose 
names are in the book of Jife,”?’— 
Here the apostle speaks in the 
same general terms as he does 
when speakirg of some of his 
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brethren, whom: he calls labourers, 
and fellow labourers, with him in 
the same work. Again he says, 
Rom. xvi. 1, **T commend unto 
you Phebe our sister, who is a 
servant of the church which is at 
Cenchrea, who has been a suc- 
courer of many and of myself al- 
so.’ By the term servant, he 
does not mean a menial slave ; but 
useth it In the same sense as he 
does when speaking of himself and 
other preachers, as ** your servants 
for Jesus sake ;”? and as Christ 


taught his disciples, that if any of 


them would wish to be great, let 
them become servants of all. From 
the foregoing passages, the follow- 
ing things appear abundantly evi- 
dent. First, That the Lord had 
declared by the mouth of the 
prophet, that in the last days he 
would, indiscriminately, pour out 
of his spirit upon his sons and his 
daughters, his servants and his 
handmaids and they should prophe- 
cy. Second, That this took place 
at the day of pentecost. Third, 
That long after this, Philip had 
four daughters which did prophesy. 
Fourth, That prophesying means 
either preaching, teac bing, instruct. 
ing, exho: ‘ting, edifying, comfort. 
ing and confirming, or all of th: 

Fifth, That women did ehats in 
the gospel with Paul, with Clem- 


ent and with many others. Sixth 
That they also tra eclied abroad far 
from home; for Phebe, whom 


Paul commends to the brethre: n 
was then on a long journey, to th 
great city of Rome,. by whom h 
sent his epistle to the church in 
that place, requesting them to 2s- 
sist her in whatever business she 
might need. 
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Yrom all which it 
appears that she was a person of 
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note and usefulness among them. 
Therefore, whoever has a pift that 
tends to “the perfecting of the 
saints to the edifying of the body 
in love ;’? whose exhortations are 
calculated to teach and instruct 
the unlearned, and convince the 
unbeliever, and in general, to do 
good to both saint and sinner, let 
them improve it as they have op- 
portunity. But if their speaking 
does not have some of these effects, 
they had much better hold their 
peace and sit in silence, whether 
they be men or women; and of 
this matter the church is the pro- 
per judge—for too many are like 
Ahimeaz, who run without tid. 
ings, and can only say they saw a 
great tumult. 
But there is, in the minds of 
many, a strong objection to this 
practice ; and they think that they 
are well supported in their objec- 
tion, from what this same apostle 
has said in the chapter from which 
I have quoted several passages. 
See 1 Cor. xiv. 34, ‘* Let your 
women keep silence in the church. 
es; foritis not permitted unto 
th: em to gpea ak ; but the y are Com- 
manded to be under obedience, as 
also saith the And if they 
will learn any thing let them ask 
their husbands at home ; for it is a 
shame for a woman to speak in 


law. 


the church.””?” Again, 2 Tim. 11. 
ll and 12, * Let the woman learn 


ce, — all cubjection ; but 
man to teach, nor 
hority over the man, but 
to be in ideas * This is all true 
and I readily subscribe to it ag 
good and wholesome doctrine. 

But where is it that Paul consid- 
ers it to be ‘‘a shame for a woman to 
h and usurp authority 
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over the man? I answer, ‘in the 
church,’?—not in meetings of pub- 
lic worship ; and in no other way 
can Paul’s declarations be recon- 
ciled. And there is no evidence 
that the apostles ever considered 
that women had any more to do 
with the regulations and govern- 
ment of the church than they had 
in the civil affairs of the state. 
And 1 think it would tend great- 
ly to the peace and good order of 
the house of God, if some women 
would teach less and learn more, 
if they would be swift to hear 
and slow to speak, and would 
cease to usurp authority over the 











man, in the general concerns and 
affairs that are incideat to the 
church of Christ. 

This is the best light I have on 
the subject. If others have more, 
I should be glad to receive it. If 
the objector has other scriptures 
or ** strong reasons, let him bring 
them forth ;’? otherwise let him be 
silent ; and no longer teach the 
people that Paul has forbidden 
women praying or prophesying in 
the public assembly ; bot let him 
say like ore anciently, ‘I would 
that all the Lord’s people were 
prophets.” 


Fer the Christian Herald. 


REVIVAL IN HAMPTON, N. H. 


Extract of a letter from brother D, 
Swett, dated, Hampton, Sept. 9, 
1818. 

Feeling deeply interested in the 
cause of Zion, and knowing the 
anxiety of the lovers of truth for 
the spread of the kingdom of 
peace, 1 would make a few re. 
marks upon passing events. 

Having never heard the femaie 
preacher, I went to Exeter for this 
purpose. ‘The meeting was held 
in the Court-House, which was 
much crouded; she spoke one 
hour and forty minutes, with that 
firmness, unequalled by any of her 
sex, perhaps, for many years. I 
also attended a meeting with her, 
in N. Hampton, last 5th day of 
the week, again we had a sitting 
under the sanctuary, to be remem- 
bered when sorrow shall have ceas- 
ed to blend the pilgrim’s joy, and 
where trouble never more. shall 
raise a wave on the river of conso- 


M 


lation. The meeting was holden 
at an Inn, the multitude standing 
withia and without were candid 
and solemn ; she spoke from Rom. 
i. 16. This was truly an uncom. 
mon solemn refreshing from the 


‘presence of the Lord, who was 


present to heal. Many cried say- 
ing ** what shall we do to be sav- 
ed.” At the request of sister 
Clarissa, a number of her young 
hearers kneeled with us, while sups 
plication was made for them ; ma. 
ny of them cried for mercy. After 
which she bid them an affection- 
ate farewell. Elder Leavitt, with 
myself, tarried to mingle our cries 
with the wounded and to rejoice 
with those that did rejoice. Three 
of the mourners were, brought to 
the knowledge of the truth. 

I have been laboring in this re- 
gion a few weeks in which time I 
have seen the wonderful works of 
God, in the reclaiming of wander- 
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ers, comforting of saints, shaking 
of the powers of darkness, and the 
conversion of many of the bloom. 
ing youth, from whom we hear ac- 
clamations of praise in the sweetest 
soul reviving strains. At the close 
of the first meeting that I had ap- 
pointed in N. Hampton, a number 
appeared ta be impressed with a 
sense of their standing on uncer- 
tain grourd, that they wept aloud, 
while the language of their hearts 


was ** we would see Jesus.”” Agre- 


able to request, they bowed with 
me and many others, to implore the 
mercy of Heaven. The second 
meeting at 2 P. M. was attended 
with greater power than the first. 
The house was crowded with sol 
emn candidates for eternity, mant- 
festing by their appearance a desire 
to hear “‘apain of this matter.” 
Y spoke from Joelu. 1. Elder 
Piper then fpoke in a solemn, 


weighty and affecting manner. Af- 


ter which [ requested those who 
were seeking salvation to kneel 
with us, many thus manifested their 
desires, while their language wae 
with the publican ** God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner.” At the go- 
ing down of the sun, five or six, 
and perhaps more, we trust, were 
truly brought to rejoice in God, 
and retired, walking and pritsing 


God. At this and the meeting 
previous, there were ten or twelve 
hopefully born inte the kingdom. 
Since that time, two or three, that 
were proud young men have left 
the north and entered the borders 
of Zion. In skort the glory of 
God appears among the people, 
party spirit subsides, and as a sub- 
stitute for vain amusements, the 
youth makes cheice of spiritual 
songs ; for wrath and profaneness, 
prayer and thanksgiving are made 
for all men. There is a general 
inquiry, ‘* what shall we do to be 
saved.”? In these regions, where 
once the saints were openly driven 
frem the field with fre-arms, for 
preaching Jesus, there seems to be 
the sound of abundance of rain. 
A school mistress, who was one of 
the happy subjects of the work, 
introduced the subject of religion 
in her school, and soon had the 
happiness to see a number of her 
scholars engaged in the pleasing 
employment of praising God.-— 
That the werk of God may spread 
to the confounding the language of 
Babel, defeating the allied forces 
of Babylon, Sodom and Egypt, is 
the desire of one who wishes well 
to the souls of men. 
Davip Swett. 
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REVIVAL AT BARRINGTON RIDGE. 


Extract of a letter, from Elder John 
I, Peavey, to Elder Moses How, 
of this town, dated, Barrington, 
( Ridge, ) Sept. 24, 1818. 

I am yet in this region, not with. 
standing my calculations t» jeur- 
ney west. Since I saw you, th- 
work in this place has been more 


powerful than before. About for- 
ty souls, of aged, middle aged and 
youth, have hopefully been con- 
verted to God, and now can sing 
the song of the redeemed. Be- 
tween ten and twenty backsliders, 
who were on the point of perishing 
wih hunger, have also returned with 
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songs and joy upon their head — 
Many more are enquiring Zion’s 
ways with their faces thitherward. 
Hundreds flock together from va- 
rious directions to hear the word 
and see what is going forward, 
many of whom I hope return 
wounded with the king’s arrows, 
and are falling under him. The 
work has been the most solemn, 
powerful and glorious, I think, of 
any that I waseverin. From one 
to eight have been on their knees 
at one time, crying like the publi- 
can ‘* God be merciful to me a sin- 
ner;’? which has extorted the 
groans and prayers from the chil- 
dren of God for them. Other- 
wise our meetings have been, and 
atill are regular ; whether preach- 
ing, exhorting or vocally praying, 
it has been generally one by one, 
and many are comforted. In all 
this glorious work, there has not 
been one dog to move his tongue, 


to my knowledge. All appear 
solemn and attentive, while every 
mind is apparently under convice 
tion. The work is amovg all 
classes andages. Could you stand 
upon the ridge in most any part, 
or near most any heuse, in the 
morning or evening, you might 
hear the groves, fields, houses, and 
barns ring with the prayers and 
eongs of weeping souls and heaven- 
born converts. I have been here 
now, about four weeks. When 
I can leave is not known by me at 
present ; yet as soon as 1 can [ 
shall approach the west. Brother 
F. Cogswell, has been with me 
most of the time. He is in the 
work, and very useful. Our bo- 
dies are most exhausted by contin- 
val labour, both by day and night, 
but we trust that our strength 
wili be equal to our day. 
Joun L. Paavey. 


For the Christiam Herald, 


MINUTES 


OF A CONFBHRENCE OF ELDERS AND 


BRETHREN, HOLDEN AT HARTWICK, OTSEGO Co. 
N.Y. ON THE 287TH. 2970 & 30ru sepr. 1818. 


AssemMBLED at Hardwick, on 
the 26th of September, 1818, the 
following Extprrs, (viz.) Samuel 
P. Allen, Joseph Badger, Jabez 
King, William Cummings, John 
P. Teats, Benjamin Howard, Wil- 
lam Hulbert, Willet Stillman, and 
several unordained Preachers, with 
a number of brethern, to confer on 
things relative to the cause of 
Christ in the state of New-York. 

The two first days were spent 
in the public worship of God, in 
which several interesting discours- 


es were delivered, which appeared 
quickening and satisfactory, te aa 
attentive audience, 

On Monday morning, the 28th, 
assembled in Conference— 

}. Chose S. P. Allen to preside 
inthis Conference at Chief Speak- 
er. [Acts xiv. 12.] 

2. Chose John Ross to officiate 
as Scribe. 

3. The question was asked, 
Who shall compose this, Confer- 
ence? And agreed, That it be 
composed of Elders, Preachere 







































92 


and Brethren, whose characters, 
after due examination, should be 
found good. 

4. Proceeded to examine and 
receive those present, who felt in- 
terested in the common cause of 
the Redeemer, and thus the Con- 
ference was organized. 

Adjourned till Tuesday morning. 
Tuesday, September 29. 

5. Met at 8 o’clock, according 
to adjournment, and proceeded to 
examine, receive and recommend 
the following Brethren as having 
gifts to improve in public—viz. 
Asa Allen, John Spore, jun. Jason 
G. Miller, John Ross, William 
Weed, William Buckley, Stephen 
G. Champlin and Leonard S. Rex- 
ford. 

6 Examined the case of Elisha 
Peck, who has in certain publica- 


tions styled himself, * Eider of 


the Christian Church,’? and found 
by his own remarks, that he did 
not consider himself an elder in 
standing with us, and the confer- 
ence agreed with his decision. 

7. Took into consideration the 
propriety of establishing a yearly 
conference in this state, to confer 
on business relative to preachers 
end Churches in general ; which 
was unanimously agreed on. 

8. Who shall compose said Con- 
ference ? Agreed, it shall be com- 
posed of Elders and Churches in 
the state of New-York, whuse 
standing, after being properly re- 
presented and duly examined, shall 
be found good. 

9. Agreed that the next yearly 
Conference shall be holden at Bru- 
tus, Cayuga county, to commence 
on the first Saturday in October, 
1819, where Elder Shaw, and the 
Church at Brutus shall appoint. 


Conference, Fe. 
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10. Agreed to hold a general 
meeting at Galway or Ballsten, 
Saratoga county, to commence on 
the first Saturday in June next. 

11. Agreed to hold a general 
meeting at Leroy, Genessee coun. 
ty, to commence on the third Sate 
urday of June next. 

12. Agreed to hold a general 
meeting at Kortright, Delaware 
county, to commence on the second 
Saturday of September next. 

13. Agreed to hold a general 
meeting in the town of New-Lit. 
bon, Otsego county, on the third 
Saturcay of September next. 

Adjourned tii] Wednesday morn- 


ing. 
4 Wednesday, September 30. 

14. The question was asked, 
Who are subjects of ordination ir 
the churches ? Agreed, all public 
characters, such as Preachers, 
Deacons, &c. [Acts vi. 6.—xili. 
3, 14, 23 ] 

15. Who are to officiate in or- 
daining ? Agreed it was in écrip- 
ture performed only by Apostles, 
Elders, Prophete and Teachers. 
[Acte vi. 6—xiii. 1, 2, 3.] 

16. What is the manner of or. 
daining ? Agreed it was by lay- 
ing en of hands. [Acts vi. 6— 
xt. 3.—<—Ist. Tim. iv. 14.—2d. 
Tim. i. 6.] 

17. Took into consideration the 
propriety of circulating the min- 
utes of Conference, with an Ad- 
dress to the elders and brethren 
in general, and decided it was 
proper and important. [Acts xv. 
23. 

18. Took into consideration the 
case of Thomas Smith, and a man 
by the name of Bigelow, who have 
formerly lived in the county of 
Madison; agreed that they never 
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have to our knowledge been re. 
ceived into connection with us, 
neither do we now consider them 
as sustaining the characters of el- 
ders or administrators among us. 

19. Chose J. Badger, J. King, 
W. Cumings and J. Ross, to 
prepare the Minutes and Epistle 
for the press, &c. 

20. Chose J. Badger and James 
Steere to superintend the printing 
of said Minutes. 

21. Accepted the above Min- 


utes. 
By order of the Conference, 
Joun Ross, Scribe. 
Hartwick, Sept. $0, 1818. 


The fellowing are the names and 
places of residence of the preachers 
in this state who have at this Confer- 
ence been represented, examined and 
received ; those in Italic are ordained. 
The number and situation ef the 
ehurches in this state, could not at 
this Conferezce be peifecitly ascer- 
tained, but will by the next annual 
Conference be represented. 


Samuel P. Allen, Otego, Otsego co. 
Wiltkam Cuminge, Roxbury Del. co- 

John P. Teats, Westerloo, Albany co. 

Jabez King, Broadalban, Montgome- 
ry county. 

William Hurlburt, New-Lisbor, Otse- 
go county. 

Asa Allen, Charleston, Montgome- 
ry county. 

Joseph Badger, Lima, Ontario co. 

Philp Sanford, Henrietta, do. 

David Millard, Bloomfielc, do. 

Wiliam True, Perry, Genessee co. 

Benjamin Howard, Canajohari¢, Mont- 
gomery co. 

John Spore, Charleston. GO. 

John Ross, Ballston, Saratoga county. 

Leonard S, Rexford, Hartwick, O.se- 
go county. 

fra Marshal, unsettled. 

Jason G. Miller, Covingten, Genes- 
see county. 

William Buckley, Paris, Oneida co. 

William Weed, Western, dae. 

Jeel Doubleday, Royalton, Niagara co. 


Benjamin Alton, Covington Genes- 
see county. 

Aller Brigs, Cambria, Niagara co. 

Stephen @ Champlin, Blenheim,Scho- 
harie ce. 

Wilet Stiilman, Plainfield, Otsego co 

Sylvester Morris, Groveland, Onta- 


rie county. 
fiubbard Thompson, Leroy, Genessee 
county. 
Robinson Smith, Murray, do. 
Samusi Gillman, Riga, do. 


John Cheeney, unsettled, 


The fellowing is the address alluded 
to 22 the above minutes. 


EPISTOLARY ADDRESS, 


The Elders and Brethren, to the 
saints and faithful brethren in 
Christ who are scattered abroad— 
Grace be unto you, and peace from 
God our Father, and from the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


It seemed good unte us, being assem- 
bled with ene accord, io write unio 
you the following Epistle. 


Beloved Brethren ! 


Cons1DEKING ihe goud profession 
we have professed betore many wit- 
nesses, and the high and holy calling 
wherewith we are called, and the per- 
fect law of liberty by which we protess 
to be governed ; and likewise having 
viewed, in sume respect, a want of 
conformity to that law, we have 
thought best to send you the foliow- 
ing. 

We greatly desire, according to 
our profession that ye walk in the 
commandments and ordinances of the 
Great Lawgiver, who is able to save 
and destroy, and maintain our belief, 
that all scripture, given by inspiration 
of God, is profitable fer doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction, 
in righteousness. [2 Tim. iii. 16 J— 
We verily believe that the perfect 
Law ef liberty spoken of by James, 
(i. 25,) is all sufficient to govern the 
household of Faith, and wish not to 
add thereto or take therefrom; but 
exhort that ye stand fast in that liber- 
tv wherewith Christ has made us fiee, 
and be not entangled again with the 
yoke of bondage. Gal, v. i.] 
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Dear Brethren—We recommend to 
yeu to search the s¢riptures daily, 
that ye may know the will of God con- 
cerning you in allthinzgs We consid- 
er itof importance that the characters 
of those professing to be called te the 
wark of the minisiry, sheuld be care- 
fully examined and make full proof 
of their ministry, before they are ac- 
knowledged as such; and that ye lay 
hands suddenly on noman. [1 Tim. v. 
22} That ye give none eccasion to 
Jew or Greek, ov the Church of God, to 
speak reproaehfully of the Cross of 
Christ. Also, that great care be tak- 
en in planting churches, and receiv- 
ing members; that ye may be blame- 
less and harmless, the sons of God 
without rebuke in the midst of a 
creoked and perverse nation, among 
whom ye shine as lights in the world. 
{ Phil. 11.15.] We also recommend 
that there be an equality among you, 
and that each one lay by in store on 
the first day of the week, as God hath 
prospered him, inorder to relieve the 
necessities of the saints, that one shall 
mot be eased and awother burthened. 
{2 Cor. viii. 13.9 Also we deem it of 
peculiar importance for you te abide. 
inunion. The strength of a nation, a 
city or a family, is its union—and the 
Baviour of the world said, ‘ A king- 
dom divided against itself, cannot 
stand.” And Paul saic to his breth- 
ren * Be at peace among yourselves.” 
And we are of king David’s opinion, 
when he said, “ Behold how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity 1 It is truly 
hike precious cintment, and no sight 
on earthis more pleasant than to see 
the followers of the Lemb abide in 
union, and thereby shew to the world 
that they ate the disciples of Christ, 
because they have love one for anoth- 
er. We ought not only to love our 
brethren with which we are united in 
covenant love, for even the Pharisees 
do the same; but if we are ‘ Chris- 
tians” in reality, our love must be 
more extensive ; it must even extend 
to our enemies. We find our blessed 
Jeeus forbid his Apostles calling for 
fire from heaven to devour their ene- 
mies, and do not al! Ais directions har. 
monize against violent dealings of ev- 


ery species, Heat a few sen:ences 
which dropped from his viessed us, 
and which ought to he written on the 
heart of every true child of God—* f 
sa¥ unio vou, love your enemies ; blesg 
them that curse you ; do rood unto 
them that hate you, and pray for them 
who despitetuliy use you ond perse. 
eute vou * Mattv. 44. Now Jeveis 
the fu'filling of the Law—/ove casts 
out fear—/ore is an evidence of the 
new hinh—I was leve that moved 
God to send bis Son to die for sinners, 
and it was the lere of Christ that cone 
strained the apostte to preaeh the Gos. 
peito men. Jere is the very nature 
and essence ot “ pure religion,” and 
finally, all our professions are nothing 
without pure Jove and we admire the 
expression of the poet— 

*“ All your religien’s but a dream, 

If LOVE be wanting there.” Watts. 

In regard to brethren who dissent 
from us in matters ef upinien, © count 
him not an enemy, but admonish him 
as a brather,’’ said the inspi'ed apos- 
tle. Here we need ciution—and much 
of the exercise of that ‘‘ charity which 
suffereth long” and ‘‘cevers a multi- 
tude of sins,” Where we see the 
fruits of pure religion, and have an 
evidence that a persen ig a child of 
God, we ought not to anathematize 
him asa heretic, because he differs 
from us in certain points of doctrine. 
Remember this is a free country in 
which we live, and we ought to be as 
willing to let others think, as to think 
ourselves. Others’ rights are as dear 
te them as ours’ are to us, and if a 
christian friend does net think as we 
do, it is evident that we do not think 
as he does. How much we see the lack 
of charity in this respect in the chris- 
tian world, and while we trace the 
pages of Eclesiastical History, and 
view the uncharitable conduct of 
Priests and rulers in this respect, we 
fee] in duty bound te warn our breth- 
ren against such pernicious practices. 
* Let us stand fast in the (iderty where- 
with Christ has made us free,” and 
live on the grouna of equality, remem- 
bering we have one Father, even God, 
and all ye are brethren. 

{t is said in scripture, that we ought 
to esteem others better than ourselves. 
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Now it is a trait of unrighteousness to 
gay to a brother, “stand by, I am 
more holy than thou.’ These things 
in the christian world, -#re a grief vo 
all real sa.nts, anda siumbinng block 
to thousards. These things are a 
matter of grief tous; but it is a mat- 
ter of pecu ivr joy te us to anticipate 
the downfall of the kingdom of Anti. 
Christ, and the increase of light 
and union througheut Christenaem 
and the commencement of the 
happy day when there shall be one 
fold ane one Shephera, and those from 
all nations whe fear God and work 
righteousness shall be accepted with 
him,and accept each other, and crown 
Jesus Lord of all—when there skall 
no longer be heard the sound of axe 
and hammer in all the house of God. 
We can wi.lt pleasure congratulate 
you in the general spread of the light 
of the blessed gospel, which is the 
power of God unto salvation,to all true 
believers.—The reports we have re- 
ceived from you at this meeting has 
been truly refreshing ; we find in the 
west as well as the east, God is doing 
wonders, and hundreds have been cen- 
verted inthis state during the last 
year; and we not omly have good 
news from all parts of our country; 
but foreign news is refreshing, and the 
Aeathen are given Ged’s Son for his 


inheritance, and the uttermost paris _ 


of the earth’ for his possession, and 
truly the Isles wait for his law. Let 
us be in a capacity te advance with 
the increasing light, remembering we 
have not already attained, and that 
QP important events are at the door. 
Oh! brethren let us live near to God ; 
visit your seeret places often ; pray 
much for the prosperity of Zion, and 
the conversion of God’s enemies, and 


the spread of truth which alore can 
make mortals free. 

We must suffer the loss ofall things 
for Jesus sake,and with Meses“choose 
rather to suffer afflictions with the 
people of Ged, than to enjoy the pleae 
sures of sin for a season; esteeming 
the reproaches of Christ greater riehe 
es than the treasures of Egypt.” 

May God help us to live every day 
as though it was the last, and may we 
ever have Death andthe (7p Eternal 
Judgment before our eyes, that whet 
called to bid farewell! to all the plea- 
surés, joys, sorrows and afflictions, 
of this transitory world, we may be 
admitted to those mansions of eternal 
felicity, which Christ our dear Im- 
manuel has gone to prepare for his 
faithful children. ‘Finally, brethren, 
farewell; be perfect, be ef good corr- 
fort, be of ene mind, and the God of 
love and peace will be with you.” 


“And when the last loud trumpet 
Shall rend the vaulted skies ; 
And bid the entomb’d millions 
From their cold beds arise ; 
Our ransom’d dust revived 
Bright gleries shail put on, 
And soar to the blest mansions 
Where our Redeemer’s gone. 


@ur eyes shall then with rapture 
The Saviour’s face behold ; 

Our feet no more diverted 
Shall walk the streets of gold ; 

Our ears shall hear with tramsport 
The hast celestial sing ; 

Our tongues shal! ckaunt the glories 
Of our immorta} King.” 


Wma. Cumincs, 
JABEZ KING, Messene 
JosepH BADGER, gers, 
JoHN Ross. 

Hartwick, Oct. 2, 1818. 


cen nee 
CONFERENCE AT GILMANTON, N. H. 


Tue Elders Conference, held at El- 
der Peter Clark’s Meeting house, in 
Gilmanton, onthe 2d, od and 4th days 
of Sept. last, was generally attended 
and much satisfaction was manifested 
in its deliberations. Vhe “order of 
the house of God,” was entered into, 
in & luminous and concise manner, by 





brother Moses Cheney, to whom the 
subject was committed by the cenfer- 
ence ; and he was requested to make 
report of the result of his researches, 
at the next conference, which was »p- 
pointed to be held at the Meeting- 
house in Meredith, near Elder Moses 
Cheney’s on the Sd day of November. 
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‘6 What's Charity 2?” 


*Tis not to pause, when at my door, 
A shivering brother stands 3 

To ask the cause that made him poor, 
Or why he help demands, 


*Tis not to spurn that brother’s prayer 
For fuults he once has knewn ; 

*Tis not te leave him in despair, 
And say that I have none. 


The voice of Cuarity is kind— 
She thinketh nothing wrong ; 
To every fault she seemeth blind, 

Nor vaunteth with ker tongue. 


In penitence she placeth futth— 
Hepe smileth at her door ; 

Relieveth frst—then softly saith, 
** Go, BROFHER, sin no more /” 





OPEN THE DGOR.* 


That God who calls the human mind 
A temple for himself design’d,t 
A house upon a rock—# 
Assures us lie will patient wait, 
In mercy, at the mental gate, 
And for admittance knock. 


om Semis 

Who hears the gracious cali within, 

And draws the iron bolts of sin, 
Which barricade the door. 

Will banquet with a guest divine, 

On lifesimparting food and wine, 
From Love’s exhaustless store. 


Come then dear Savieur—be my guest, 

Knock louder at this fiinty breast, 
And rouse me with thy voice ; 

Then will I struggle to remove 

The sins which now obstruct thy love, 
And in that love rejoice. 


Thou wilt not let me sirive in vain— 

The gates of brass shall burst in twain, 
The iron bars shall fall; 

Then will my soul thy temple be, 

Where 1 shall ever feast with Thee, 
My God, my life, my ail! 





* Beheld I stand at the door and 
knock ; if any man hear my voice, and 
epen the door, Iwill come in to him and 
will sup with him, and he with me.— 
Rev. iii. 20. 

{See x. Cor. ii. 16. 11. Cor. vi. 16. 

+See Matthew vii. 24. 

{ Rep. Chron. 
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By a letter trem Elder Mark Fer- 
nald, to a friend in this town, dated, 
on the 6th ult. we learn, that there 
has been a glorious work at New- 
Concvsrd, N H. where about 60 have 
been hopefully converted to God ; and 
that the work was rapidly progressing 
in some of the adjacent towns. 


— ee 


Baptizing in Hampton and Strath- 
am.—On Friday 16:h ult a mecting was 
held in Mampton, where a discourse 
was delivered, by Elder Moses How, 
and five of those who have lately been 
the happy sharers in the work ot God 
in that town, were buried with Christ 
in Baptism. 

On Menday the 19th ult. a meeting 
was held at Stratham, where a dis. 
course was delivered by Elder Noah 
Piper, from 1 Peter iii. 21; after 
which, repaired to the water side, 


— 


where twelve manifested their love te 
the Saviour, by following him in the 
ordinance of baptism; they appeared 
happily engaged, and each one of 
them spoke of the goodness of the 
Lord as they were moved upon by his 
holy spirit. It was atime of God’s 
power, and his people were willing 
to cbey him. While sinners mourned 
the saints rejoiced, 


ORDINATION. 


ORDAINED, at Portland, on the 8th 
ult. brother Daniel A. Smith, to the 
work of the ministry, by prayer, and 
the laying on of hands; by the follow- 
ing elders,—viz.—Eiders Nathaniel 
Webster, Samuel Rand, and Peter 
Young. An appropriate and well 
adapted discourse was delivered on 
the occasion, by Elder Peter Young, 
of Deerfield, N. M. from Acts xiv. 7. 
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